Many Canadians are concerned about the quality of reading instruction in Canadian schools. Recent newspaper articles, research reviews, and newsletter articles reflect the nature of these concerns. The official instructional policy in a number of provinces as well as in a number of local school districts is. based on a whole-language philosophy. The major emphasis across Canada is on the top-down whole-language approach instead of the bottom-up, phonics, or code-emphasis approach to reading. Although it is widely recognized that whole-language programs contain a number of features that can benefit children in many ways, the accumulated evidence suggests that whole language may not be appropriate for all children and that for some children, it may even lead to serious reading problems. Ministries of education across Canada should provide school districts with a balanced selection of offerings in the language arts curriculum, and school psychologists should encourage teachers, primary consultants, etc. to select beginning reading materials that match children's needs.
Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made from the original document. *********************************************************************** There is little question that many Canadians are concerned about the quality of reading instruction in Canadian schools. Recent articles expressing this concern have appeared in major newspapers such as The Globe and Mail, The London Free Press, and
The Toronto Star in the form of feature stories (Gerard, 1992; Teachen, 1992) , commentaries (e.g., Nikiforuk, 1991) , and letters to the editor (e.g., Cumming, 1992) . Similar articles, but in the form of research reviews, have also appeared in Canadian journals such as Orbit (Vanderwolf, 1991) and Exceptionality Education Canada (Willows, 1991) as well as in limited circulation newsletters issued by provincial organizations such as The
Organization for Quality Education (Groff, 1992) Miller, 1990; Stahl, Osborn, & Lehr, 1990; Vellutino, 1991) , it is disconcerting to learn that, at present, the major emphasis across Canada is on the top-down approach. Specifically, the ministry or department of education in each province is authorized to issue a list of approved textbooks for use in all areas of the curriculum. The Language Arts (reading) textbooks approved for use in each province in grades one through three are given in Although it is widely recognized that whole-language programs contain a number of features that can benefit children in many ways (Chaney, 1990; Fox, 1986; Froese, 1990; Heymsfeld, 1989) , the accumulated evidence suggests that whole-language may not be appropriate for all children and that for some children, it may even lead to serious reading problems. In particular, children at risk for reading failure as well as those from disadvantaged backgrounds who lack prerequisite literacy skills often require more structure and greater emphasis on phonics than most whole-language programs provide (Bateman, 1991; Berninger, Thalberg, DeBruyn, & Smith, 1987; Carnine, Silbert, & Kameenui, 1990; Chall, 1989; Chaney, 1990; Oakhill & Garnham, 1988; Stahl & Miller, 1989; Stahl, Osborn, & Lehr, 1990 (Editor's Note: Copies of this position paper on beginning reading instruction were mailed to the ministry of education in each province as well as to the media in April. The paper was also announced in the Spring, 1993. issue of Psynopsis and appeared in a some what expanded form in the Spring, 1993 issue of the Canadian Journal of School Psychology (9, 96-99). Since then the Canadian Psychological Association has received over 200 requests for copies. In view of the public's interest in the paper coupled with the importance of the issued that it addresses the CJSP version is being reprinted (with permission) in order to make the paper more readily accessible to the public. II. REPRODUCTION RELEASE:
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